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114.93 Acres of land in Shelby County! All offers will be reviewed
on 10-15-24 at 12:00 PM. Possession after Crops are removed in
2024. Based on USDA farm records, 2.54 Acres in CRP.

AIM70380305

0 Cisco Rd., Sidney

Homeowners are spending big bucks 
on home renovations. According to 
the Joint Center for Housing Studies 

at Harvard University, home improvement 
project spending continues to increase. 
It’s predicted to go from $472 billion spent 
in 2022 to $485 billion in 2024. 
Those targeting a specific home renova-
tion likely know there is much that goes 
into the process from start to finish. 
Patience is a requisite virtue with any 
remodel, as even a thoroughly concep-
tualized plan can encounter a few bumps 
along the way. Although there is no way 
to completely remove renovation-related 
obstacles, there are ways to make projects 

go more smoothly.
• Establish a clear plan from the beginning. 
Now is not the time to be on the fence 
about details. A vision for the renovation is 
essential, and should include details about 
layout, materials, colors, and design. 
• Manage your expectations. Again, this 
speaks to a need for patience with a proj-
ect but also involves flexibility. Being too 
rigid when choosing materials can require 
waiting for back-ordered supplies to come 
in. Wanting contractors to bend to your 
schedule can delay the project even fur-
ther. Creativity and flexibility are key.
• Establish a budget. It can be easy to 

spend beyond one’s means, especially 
when issues crop up. Black House Real Es-
tate stresses the importance of creating a 
budget before starting a renovation, which 
may involve working with a local profes-
sional to help. Houzz advises preparing for 
worst-case scenarios by adding anywhere 
from 1 percent to 20 percent to the bud-
get. Commit to sticking to the budget no 
matter what comes down the pike.
• Assemble a good team. Thoroughly 
research all contractors who will be in-
volved with the renovation. These include 
designers, architects, builders, and more. 
Be sure they come highly recommended 
and research online reviews. A good team 
removes some stress from the project 
because you’ll know the work is in experi-
enced hands.
• Prepare the space for the remodel. Any 
work you can do will help save on labor 

costs and make it easier for the team to 
get started on the project. Clear out clut-
ter and personal items. Ask if it would be 
helpful for you to handle some demolition, 
whether that’s pulling up old tile, removing 
drywall or another task.
• Have an escape hatch at the ready. Home 
renovations can cause upheaval to daily 
life, and that can mean stress on top of 
already chaotic schedules. If money and 
situation allow, plan a getaway during a 
particularly tough stretch of the project 
so the noise, mess, and disruptions will 
not induce headaches. Consider spending 
a few nights at a hotel or a friend or rela-
tive’s house to escape the constant grind 
of the project.
Home renovation projects add value and 
functionality to homes. Such undertakings 
can go more smoothly with some sound 
planning.

How to make renovation projects go smoothly
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Renovations that make homeowners and residents of a home happy are always worth 
the investment. Though it’s certainly true that projects that create more functional, 
usable space and add comfort and convenience are worth the price, such renova-

tions are even more beneficial if they provide a good return on homeowners’ financial 
investment. Returns are often cashed in when homeowners put their homes up for sale, 
and each year Remodeling magazine releases its “Cost vs. Value Report,” which consid-
ers a wealth of data across the United States to determine which renovations return the 
highest percentage of homeowners’ financial investment. According to the “2024 Cost 
vs. Value Report,” the following are five projects that provide a strong return on invest-
ment (ROI).
1. Garage door replacement: The average job cost for this project is slightly more than 
$4,500 but the project is valued at $8,751, providing an especially high 194 percent ROI. 
2. Steel door replacement: Remodeling magazine notes that a steel entry door replace-
ment is worth double what it was worth in 2023. This project offers a 188 percent ROI on 
an average investment of $2,355.
3. Manufactured stone veneer: A manufactured stone veneer is a man-made product that 
appears as if it’s natural stone. Many homeowners prefer manufactured stone veneer to 
natural stone because of the price, as the former is less expensive and easier to install, 
which means lower labor costs as well. The comparatively low cost of manufactured 
stone veneer is perhaps one reason why it averages a roughly 153 percent ROI on an aver-
age cost of just more than $11,000.

4. Grand entrance upscale (fiberglass): Few things are as awe-inspiring as an impressive 
entryway, and upgrading to a grand fiberglass entrance door provides a 97 percent ROI. 
Components of these entryways can vary, but Remodeling magazine notes the project 
may entail removing an existing entry door and cutting and reframing the opening for a 
larger with dual sidelights.
5. Minor kitchen remodel: According to the “2024 U.S. Houzz & Home Study” from Houzz 
Research, kitchens were the most popular rooms to renovate in 2023. There’s no deny-
ing the appeal of a newly renovated kitchen, and homeowners considering such a project 
may be happy to learn that a minor kitchen remodel that costs an average of around 
$27,000 provides a 96 percent ROI. Bankrate.com notes that minor kitchen remodels 
typically keep the current kitchen design, size and layout intact, but these projects may 
involve painting walls, refreshing backsplash, replacing lighting and plumbing fixtures, 
and changing cabinet hardware and facades.
Home renovations that provide a significant ROI can make homeowners happy once a 
project is completed and even happier when the day comes to put a home up for sale.

5 renovations that provide a strong return on investment
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204 Peridot Dr., Anna $424,000
A real family sized home. Features include a
two story grand living room with a fireplace,
first floor owner’s suite, formal dining room,
informal family gathering room open to the
well-equipped kitchen and opening to the
private deck. Add the laundry room, access
to the oversized 2 vehicle garage and the
workshop room to the back. Back inside, the
upstairs has 2 bedrooms with super closets,
a large over the garage bedroom or office
and there is a full modestly furnished base-
ment with a full bath and egress windows.
Don’t miss this 3,710 sq. ft. home!

333 S. West Ave. $122,000
This charming older home is a find…with
1,156 sq. ft., 2 bedrooms and 1½ baths. It
has a range and refrigerator and a washer
and dryer….gas water heater and furnace.
The rooms are all very ample for comfort.
The lot reaches to the ally and has a storage
shed to compliment the single carport. A
good solid home! Asking $122,000

3155 W. Millcreek Rd. $574,900
5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, garages for 2 to
7 vehicles, a “perfect” kitchen with every
bell and whistle, lighting fixture, nearly new
appliances, cabinet conveniences and an
island….even an open floor plan. Add the full
finished lower level and the get a way back
porch plus the 4 acre setting with lakefront
and a dock for launching. This is a must
take that look. A real SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE!

1266 Wapakoneta Ave.
NOW $218,000

Own your own building…be your own boss.
This 1,276 sq. ft. building has been remod-
eled from top to bottom and features office
and meeting areas, a kitchen and a bath on
the main level and extra office space and
storage area upstairs. Access by a covered
ramp or stairs to the back with a paved
parking area…Next to Clancy’s.

1203 Colonial Dr.
$237,000

Location, location, location! This
1,600 sq. ft. ranch is minutes away
from the active west side business
activities, restaurants and work
sites…minutes from schools and
the stadium and the fairgrounds!
The home has newer flooring, fresh
paint, new appliances, 3 bedrooms,
2 full baths, a double sized living
room, updated kitchen, separate
dining room and an oversized 2
vehicle garage with a storage room
with shelving to the back! There is
NOTHING NOT TO LIKE!!!! Call Gay
937-497-7961.

Happy 
Fall 

Season!
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Watch parties are wildly popular. 
Whether it’s a gathering for the big 
game or a group of friends anxious to 

see the latest episode of a favorite television 
show, watch parties have become a fun way to 
enjoy special events with family and friends.
Many bars and restaurants have recognized 
the popularity of watch parties and looked to 
capitalize on the trend, particularly for sport-
ing events. Watch parties can make for a fun 
night out, but homeowners can do much to 
make their own living room a go-to spot for the 
next big game or series finale.
• Expand seating space, if necessary. Of course, 
guests for the big game or movie night will 
need a place to sit. Homeowners who love to 
host can determine their ideal gathering size 
and then work to ensure their entertaining 
space has enough seats to accommodate 
everyone. Multifunctional furniture can help 
if space is limited. For example, some stools 
that are typically used as footrests can be re-
purposed as seats when guests arrive and an 
upholstered coffee table can provide an addi-
tional space for guests to sit. Another option is 
to work with a contractor to add a built-in win-
dow seat or bench beneath a picture window. 
• Convert an existing space into an open floor 
plan. A 2023 survey from Rocket HomesSM 
found that more than half of individuals sur-
veyed preferred open layouts to traditional 
layouts. Open layouts can make living spaces 
feel more airy and less claustrophobic, and 
such designs also make it easy to accom-
modate more guests. Homeowners can speak 
with a local contractor to determine ways to 
convert living spaces into open floor plans.
• Invest in your internet. Whereas cable televi-
sion used to be the go-to option when watch-
ing sports, movies and television at home, 
streaming platforms have now taken over, as 
many, including Peacock, Amazon Prime and 
Netflix, are now even broadcasting National 
Football League games. Homeowners who 
want to host watch parties must invest in 
high-speed internet and perhaps even a new 
router to ensure games and shows are not 
interrupted by the dreaded spinning wheel 
or issues that can arise if internet speeds are 
slow. If necessary, relocate the router to the 

living room to reduce the risk of streaming 
interruptions.

• Reconsider your lighting scheme. If movie 
nights or television shows dominate your 
watch party schedule, some recessed lighting 
in the living room can reduce glare and reflec-
tions on the screen once a movie or show 
begins. Recessed lighting above a mounted 
television can illuminate the screen so every-

one can see it but won’t appear in the screen 
and adversely affect what viewers can see. 

• Consider upgrading your television and sound. 
It goes without saying that a television is wildly 
important when hosting a watch party. The ex-
perts at Best Buy note that 8K resolution is the 
highest resolution available in the television 
market. Such devices provide an extraordinary 
viewing experience, but they also can stretch 

homeowners’ budgets. A 4K television won’t 
cost nearly as much, and these devices also 
provide superior image quality. When a new 
television is paired with a premium soundbar, 
viewers can settle in for a memorable game 
day or movie night experience.
Homeowners can embrace various strategies 
to make watch parties an extraordinary expe-
rience for themselves and their guests.

Tips to transform a living room into a go-to viewing space
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www.BHHSPRO.com
Call One of our Real Estate Professionals For all Your Real Estate Needs 937-492-1447

WeAre Excited andThrilled to be a Part of the Sidney Community
If You Are Looking For A Career In Real Estate Or Just Looking For A Change,

Email japplesold@gmail.com or Call Jeff at 937-418-3538To Learn About An Exciting Opportunity For You! O
H
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Happy Father’s Day!Happy Fall!

Jeff
Apple

937-418-3538
japplesold@gmail.com

Ed
Wentworth

419-308-8213
edwentworth1950@gmail.comg

Andrea
Stewart

937-638-3283
andreastewart0218@gmail com

Heather
Dunn

614-560-9106
heatherdunn100@gmail.com

Marlo
Capuano

410-353-1144
marlojc@me.com

Matt
Casey

937-214-4383
matthewcasey89@gmail.com

Maria
Goffena

937-726-2645
mariagoffena@gmail.com

Today is a great time to Buy or Sell!

Amy
Morrow

937-538-7136
amymorrowsells@gmail.com

Call US! We LOVE Real t tCall US! We LOVE Real Estate!

The holiday season comes at a time when 
the weather can be anywhere from cool to 
frigid. But even if the weather outside is 
somewhat frightful, holiday entertaining 
in outdoor spaces can still be delightful. 
Making the most of outdoor spaces during 
the holidays and the rest of the winter can 
enable guests to spread out, which should 
make things more comfortable for them. 
With that goal in mind, the following are 
some tips for putting outdoor areas to good 
use when hosting loved ones this holiday 
season.

· Decorate first. An easy way to make 
outdoor entertaining spaces more 
welcoming is to coordinate the decor with 
the interior of the home. Greenery wrapped 
with lights around railings and fencing 
can create the perfect ambiance. Candles, 
wreaths and small, decorated Christmas 
trees can finish the effect.

· Consider a fire or heating element. 
Unless you live in a temperate climate, 

you’ll need some way to keep guests warm. 
Center the outdoor entertaining space 
around a fire pit, outdoor fireplace or an 
outdoor heater. Make sure to illuminate the 
outdoor area so that guests can find their 
way around with ease.

· Host an early gathering. The sun sets 
early in fall and winter, so it may not only 
get colder, but also darker at a time when 
guests typically arrive. Think about moving 
up the start time of your holiday event 
if you’ll be having an outdoor area, so 
guests can see one another and stay a little 
warmer.

· Use the grill. Keep foods warm by using 
the grill or an outdoor griddle; otherwise, 
set up the food buffet-style inside so guests 
can make their plates and gravitate where 
they feel comfortable.

· Provide blankets or fleeces. In addition 
to warming elements around your 
entertaining space, stock a large basket 

with cozy throws, blankets or fleece jackets 
that guests can use to warm up. Hats and 
scarves also may be appreciated.

· Invest in waterproof furniture. Upgrade 
your exterior seating with plush outdoor 
couches and lounges that are decked out 
in weather-resistant fabrics. Make them 
more comfortable with throw pillows that 
coordinate with a holiday entertaining 
theme.

· Set up two drink stations. Set up 
beverages both inside and outside the 
home so guests can easily refill their drinks 
wherever they are relaxing. Think about 
having some warm drinks outside, such as 
mulled cider or hot chocolate, so guests 
can be warmed from the inside as well.

· Use a wireless speaker. A Bluetooth-
enabled wireless speaker placed outside 
allows guests to listen to holiday tunes 
while they are enjoying themselves.

Using well-equipped outdoor areas for 
entertaining can expand the possibilities 
and guest list for holiday gatherings.

Maximize outdoor spaces this holiday season
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This content is copyright 2024 Ohio
REALTORS. Read more at: https://
www.ohiorealtors.org/prez-column-
home-insurance-and-mold-is-mold-
covered/

Why use a REALTOR®

Not everyone who sells real estate is a
REALTOR®. Possessing a real estate license
does not afford instant REALTOR® status–a
distinction of which you need to be aware. A
REALTOR® is a member of local, state and
national professional trade associations and
has access to a vast array of educational
programs, research and resources. A
REALTOR® subscribes to a strict code of
ethics, and pledges to provide fair treatment
for all parties involved, protect the right
of individuals to own property and keep
abreast of changes in real estate practice
through continuing education and interaction
with other professionals.

About the Midwestern Ohio Association of REALTORS®
The Midwestern Ohio Association of REALTORS® is a membership trade association whose more than 450 members are engaged in the
real estate industry. The Association includes the counties of: Miami, Shelby, Auglaize, Mercer, Champaign and Logan. In addition to
serving the professional needs of its members, the association works to protect the rights of private property owners by promoting issues
that safeguard and advance the interest of real property ownership.

AIM70377187

Trends That Predict the Home of Tomorrow
The home of tomorrow isn’t about Jetson-es-
que wonders and smartphone apps. It’s
about home value, natural resources and our
lifestyles.
To predict what home features will be most
valued in 25 years, lets focus on four rising
trends:

#1 Extreme Energy Efficiency
Utility bills are expected to skyrocket over
the next couple of decades.This will result
in sustainable updates that push the green
needle of household standards.
Energy dashboards: You know how cars
share the miles per gallon we’re getting? An
energy dashboard will do the same for our
homes. It’s all about the emerging technol-
ogies that will surround the future mod-
ernization of the electric grid. Called the
Smart Grid, it will allow a two–way dialogue
between homeowners and their utility com-
panies so we can understand our energy use
and its costs in real time.
Waterless toilets: Nope, we aren’t talking

about porta potties, but clean and sanitary
indoor thrones that will one-up low flush
loos. It makes sense since residential water
rates are rising in the U.S., and toilets are
responsible for nearly 27% of our total water
use. Plus, Dow Chemical says waterless toi-
lets will become a household standard.
Grey water systems: According to Energy.
gov, systems like these currently reuse up to
60% of your household water for watering
the lawn and flushing toilets. The best of
tomorrow trends will be high-tech purifi-
cation systems that return wastewater to
drinking-quality level. A good example is the
orbital shower.This concept saves 90% of the
water and 80% of the energy used, trimming
as much as $1,000 off yearly energy bills.
Garages wired for the electric vehicle revolu-
tion: Energy.gov predicts we will be charging
our vehicles at home, and filling up at the gas
stations less. This is based on the growing
number of electric vehicle sales across the
U.S. One city has already embraced this idea.
In Palo Alto, Calif., building code requires

new homes to come pre-wired for electric
car chargers.
#2The Rise of Super Storms
Since super storms are becoming the norm,
homeowners can be left without electricity
for weeks, even months--as they were after
Hurricane Ian. Look what happened recent-
ly on the west coast.
Whole house generator:This will allow
people to live comfortably until their power
is restored. FYI, homeowners can current-
ly recoup 52% of the cost of a midrange
electrical backup system.Thanks to extreme
weather and our aging power grid, black-
outs are becoming more common.The
Department of Energy says thunderstorms,
hurricanes, and blizzards account for 58%
of outages in the U.S. since 2002.
Tip: Futurists predict that USB ports will
become the power outlets of the not so
distant future. Luckily, quick charge ports
are available now.

#3The Locally-GrownMovement

The desire to eat healthier, better-tasting
foods continues to increase.This will make
indoor gardens common among our home
of tomorrow trends. Edible indoor kitchen
gardens are hydroponic systems that add
to home enjoyment by allowing people to
create the farm-to-table experience in their
own kitchens. Also, urban farming is on
the rise. It combats rising food prices and
reduces the energy consumption of trans-
porting food.

#4 Smart Home Stuff
Kitchen sinks:They will do double duty as
dishwashers. The in-sink dishwasher will
wash small loads in just a couple of min-
utes. Faucets won’t be just for water.They
will also dispense ice, various beverages,
and vitamins.
Laundry machines will clean and fold
clothing into compact pellets. This will be
a big space saver and allow consumers to
carry an entire outfit in a small gym bag or
purse.
Smartphones have replaced the need for
other items like alarm clocks and cameras.
With that idea in mind, it makes sense that
countertop appliances will become replaced
by multi-purpose “uber appliances” that
make our lives a little bit easier.
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Happy 
Halloween!
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Donna Deshner
937-638-1886

Many homeowners can undoubtedly take a stroll through their 
homes and find at least one space that could be repurposed 
to provide more functionality. Real estate professionals 

know that such sentiments are not uncommon, and many point to 
formal dining rooms as spaces that have fallen out of favor in recent 
years.
Formal dining rooms were once common in newly built homes, but 
the pivot toward open concept floor plans left it up to homeowners 
to decide if such spaces were for them. In a 2017 book published by 
the Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press, authors used cameras 
to monitor life in many people’s homes, including how they used 
each room. The authors concluded that formal dining rooms were 
rarely used for eating. If that sounds a lot like home to many current 
homeowners, then it might be time to consider some ideas to con-
vert formal dining rooms to make these spaces more functional.

• Home office: Though the percentage of professionals working 
remotely has dipped considerably since the end of the pandemic, 
hybrid working is perhaps among the more lasting work-related 
byproducts of COVID-19. In its Global State of Remote and Hybrid 

study published in early 2024, the career networking resource 
LinkedIn noted that 13 percent of jobs posted to the platform were 
for hybrid positions. That means millions of workers can still utilize 
an accommodating home office space. A formal dining room can be 
converted to provide such a space, and the good news is that such a 
conversion need not require extensive renovations. A fresh coat of 
paint, an additional outlet or two and perhaps a new overhead light-
ing fixture can instantly transform the space at minimal cost.

• Reading room/library: Homeowners who dream of having a desig-
nated space for quiet reading can convert a little-used formal dining 
room into a space to curl up with a good book. Some comfortable 
armchairs, built-in bookshelves and perhaps an expanded floor-to-
ceiling window overlooking a side or backyard can help homeowners 
create a home library that will be the envy of any avid reader.

• Studio space: If there’s a resident yogi and/or artist living under 
the roof, then converting a dining room into a yoga or art studio, or 
perhaps even a hybrid space for those who enjoy both activities, is 
a no-brainer. A yoga studio conversion may not require as much in-

vestment as a kitchen overhaul or bathroom renovation, but an ideal 
home yoga space requires more than a mat and room to stretch. 
The Yogapreneur Collective notes that flooring in a yoga studio 
should be non-slip, easily cleaned, durable, sound-absorbing, and 
low maintenance. The Yogapreneur Collective asserts that different 
flooring materials  may be ideal for certain types of yoga, noting 
that cork flooring is a go-to choice for professional studios that offer 
hot yoga. Similarly, the right flooring for an art studio may depend 
on the artist’s preferred medium, whether it’s oil painting, arts and 
crafts or another artistic pursuit. But any artist knows that a floor 
that’s easy to clean is perhaps best for a home art studio.

• Additional ideas: Some additional ways to repurpose a dining 
room include a gaming room for avid gamers, a memorabilia show-
case for collectors or a pantry for foodies who love to cook but need 
some extra space to store ingredients and tools of the trade.
If a formal dining room is only utilized on occasion, homeowners 
may want to consider the many ways to convert such spaces into 
areas that are more usable every day.

Dining room conversion ideas
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COMING SOON

3 bedroom/2 bath brick ranch with
enclosed sunroom. Fenced yard, garage,
shed. In well established area of Sidney
extremely convenient to shopping, restau-
rants and I75. Price range will be $140-
150,000. Keep your eye out or contact
Pattie Armstrong at 937-489-1861 to be
notified of address and when available.

PRIME BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
LOCATION - SW corner of US 36 and ST.
RT. 235/ST. PARIS. 6 acres zoned part com-
mercial and part residential. Currently oper-
ating as a carryout, but could be remodeled
and reopened as restaurant/bar.. Also a 2
bedroom apartment upstairs. You could live
and work in the same location or rent both
out. Liquor License. THE POSSIBILITIES
ARE ENDLESS!! (No signage on property/
do not approach patrons or employees)
Contact Pattie Armstrong at 937-489-1861
for details and viewing.

COMING SOON

219 OAKCREST CT./
RUSSELLS POINT

Spectacular 3 bedroom/2 bath remod-
eled ranch in the Hub of Scenic Indian
Lake. Whether you want year round

Lake Livin’ or a fabulous vacation home,
this spacious 1568SF home will delight
you. Massive gas fireplace, cathedral
ceilings, vinyl plank flooring, 16x14 deck
for relaxing, metal roof and 2 car garage.
Previously used as an AirBnB, it is totally
and tastefully furnished and could be
sold as a turnkey package. Contact

Pattie Armstrong at 937-489-1861 to get
on the list to tour when it hits the market.

PENDING

PENDING


